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Commentaire : Rare frst editon of one of Mably's most important works. ""His principes des negociatons, which was
to serve as an introducton to the Droit publique [...] was a courageous atack on the foreign policies of the European
powers, and a plea for more ratonal and honest methods, not only for the sake of justce and humanity, but because
they are actually proftable."" (Whitfeld, Ernest A., Gabriel Bonnot De Mably, New York, 1969).Gabriel Bonnot de
Mably ( 1709 - 1785), was a French philosopher and politcian. He was one of the 18th century's most popular
writers but largely passed into obscurity in the 20th century. His works contributed to the later concepts of both
communism and republicanism. Some have enrolled him in the French School of Utopianism: ""Here also is the
beginning of the French School of Utopian Communism properly so called. The Abbé de Mably (1709-1785) merits
atenton for his singularly clear expositon of the fundamental doctrine of equality: ""The sentment of equality if
nothing else than sentment of our dignity"" men have become slaves by letng it grow feeble, and only by revivifying
it will they become free""."" (Catlin, George. A History of Politcal Philosophers, London, 1950).More recent research
suggests another approach to Mably's thinking: ""Mably should be seen as neither a proto-socialist nor a reactonary
thinker, but as a republican - a classical republican, in fact, whose writng represents a later Gallic contributon to the
politcal traditon founded by Machiavelli and Harrington. He is not only interestng as the personifcaton of the
revolutonary spirit and as a level-headed reformer, but because he formulated principles which have since been
either accepted or re-discovered."" (Wright J. History of Politcal Thought, Volume 13, Number 3, 1992 , pp. 391-
415).
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