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Commentaire : Scarce frst editon of this taxonomic classic in which Adanson established a natural system of plants
and challenged the validity of some opinions by Linnaeus and the whole theoretcal positon expressed by him""In
1761 Adanson was elected a foreign member of the Royal Society of London, and in 1763-1764 he published
Familles des plantes. In this book he proclaimed his contempt for ""systems"" and proposed a natural classifcaton
based upon all characters rather than upon a few arbitrarily selected ones, an atempt that brought him into confict
with Linnaeus. Recent historical studies have shown that Adanson’s views were shared by many Parisian botanists
and that he was responsible for the maintenance of Joseph Tournefort’s system at the Jardin du Roi untl 1774, when
A. L.de Jussieu’s system was adopted. Adanson owed much to Bernard de Jussieu’s plant families as they were
developed in his manuscript plan for the Trianon garden in which he arranged the plants in beds in an order
corresponding to his system of classifcaton. He soon recognized that his Familles des plantes was only an outline of
his general concepton, and in 1769 he prepared a new editon that was never published."" (DSB).Stafeu & Cowan"
26. - Hunt 577.
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