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Commentaire : First editon of Sonnino and Franchet's landmark work, consttutng the very frst descripton of the
Sicilian Mafa and a seminal work in Italian anthropology and sociology in general.In 1876, Sonnino traveled to Sicily
with Leopoldo Franchet to conduct a private investgaton into the state of Sicilian society. In 1877, the two men
published their research on Sicily in a substantal two-part report for the Italian Parliament. In the frst part Sonnino
analysed the lives of the island's landless peasants. Leopoldo Franchet's half of the report, Politcal and
Administratve Conditons in Sicily, was an analysis of the Mafa in the nineteenth century that is stll considered
authoritatve today. Franchet would ultmately infuence public opinion about the Mafa more than anyone else untl
Giovanni Falcone over a hundred years later. Politcal and Administratve Conditons in Sicily is the frst convincing
explanaton of how the Mafa came to be.""The situaton in Sicily was at the centre of the politcal struggle: it was an
electoral stronghold for the lef, a scene for both great social tensions and an acute outbreak of crime. The was the
context that Franchet and Sonnino found when they went to Sicily to carry out their private enquiry, unfetered by
the needs and relatonships which could have conditoned the ofcial enquiry. They visited the island in the frst half
of 1876 and then wrote the two volumes of the enquiry separately (Franchet wrote about the politcal and
administratve conditons, Sonnino about the peasants). In partcular, Franchet's volume gave rise to two crucial
questons which marked (and, in part, stll do) civil debates in contemporary Italy: The Southern questons and the
issue of the mafa."" (Coluccello, Challenging the Mafa Mystque: Cosa Nostra from Legitmisaton to
Denunciaton).Franchet saw the Mafa as an ""industry of violence"" and described the designaton of the term
""Mafa"": ""the term mafa found a class of violent criminals ready and waitng for a name to defne them, and, given
their special character and importance in Sicilian society, they had the right to a diferent name from that defning
vulgar criminals in other countries"". He saw the Mafa as deeply rooted in Sicilian society and impossible to quench
unless the very structure of the island's social insttutons were to undergo a fundamental change. The Franchet-
Sonnino report was atacked, disbelieved and labelled as 'unpatriotc'. It is now considered one of the most coherent
and comprehensive accounts of the Sicilian mafa and its surroundings.(Govi, I Classici che hanno fato L'Italia, P. 284)
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