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Warszawa, March (presumably 27th, but no later than 31st) 1956.   8vo. Original printed wrappers. With ""Wylacznie
do uzytku organizacji partyjnych"" (""Exclusively for inner-party use"") printed to top of front wrapper. Stamped serial
number to front wrapper: 0563. Some creases to spine and corners of wrappers and a tear to the back wrapper. Title-
page a litle cleased and with two small marginal holes caused by the original clips. All in all a fairly well preserved
copy. 32 pp.  
  
Comment: Extremely rare frst printng thus (presumably the frst printng at all, and defnitely the frst separate
printng), printed for private circulaton only (""exclusively for inner-party use""), of the previously unpublished
materials that led to one of the most important moments of 20th century politcs, namely Khrushchev's so-called
""Secret Speech"", also known as the ""Khrushchev Report"". This seminal speech was delivered at an unpublicized
closed session of Communist Party delegates, with guests and members of the press excluded. The ""Unpublished
materials"" contain Lenin's ""Testament"", Lenin's ""On the Natonal Queston"", and Stalin's notes.The speech itself
appeard in two diferent printngs. As the present publicaton, those the two printngs of the speech also bear the
date March 1956 and all three publicatons were ordered by the Polish communist party authorites in the span of
March 27 - March 31. The extremely scarce frst printng of the speech consisted in 71 pages, namely Khrushchev's
speech with the recorded interjectons and ovatons"" the second printng, which appered four days later, consisted
of 96 pages, was edited to give only Khrushchev's speech (without the recorded interjectons and ovatons), but
containing also a second part, ""Unpublished materials"" with Lenin's ""Testament"", Lenin's ""On the Natonal
Queston"", and Stalin's notes.The present publicaton consttutes the ""Unpublished materials"" alone, with a
separate paginaton (pp. 1-32, including a ttle-page) - exactly the same material as pp. 71-(96) of the second printng
of the speech from March 31st, but here published separately, with its own ttle-page. Thus, the present publicaton
was most likely published at the same tme as the frst printng of Khrushchev's Speech, March 27th, and meant to be
an accompaniment to this. And later, it was thus incorporated into the edited second editon of the speech and
publised afer that, as pp. 71-(96). Khrushchev' Speech shook the Western world and changed our history for good.
""Its consequences, by no means fully foreseen by Khrushchev, shook the Soviet Union to the core, but even more so
its communist allies, notably in central Europe. Forces were unleashed that eventually changed the course of history.
But at the tme, the impact on the delegates was more immediate. Soviet sources now say some were so convulsed
as they listened that they sufered heart atacks"" others commited suicide aferwards."" (John Rete, in The
Observer, Sunday 26 February 2006 ).On February 24, 1956 before assembled delegates at a secret session of the
Communist Party's Twenteth Congress, Nikita Khrushchev delivered his so-called ""Secret Speech"", denouncing
Stalin for his transgressions. The public session of the 20th Congress had come to a formal end on 24 February 1956
when word was spread to delegates to return to the Great Hall of the Kremlin for an additonal ""closed session,"" to
which journalists, guests, and delegates from ""fraternal partes"" from outside the USSR were not invited. Special
passes were issued to those eligible to partcipate, with an additonal 100 former Party members, recently released
from the Soviet prison camp network. The speech was thus secretly held in this closed session, without discussion,
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and it was neither published as part of the congress' proceedings nor reported in the Soviet press. The speech that
sent shock waves through the congress partcipants denounced Stalin, describing him as satanic despot and terrorist
who had commited the greatest of crimes. Quotng from correspondence, memoranda and his own observatons,
Khrushchev gave details of Stalin's horrible actons during the Terror of the late 1930'ies, the unpreparedness of the
country at the tme of the Nazi invasion in June 1941, numerous wartme blunders, the deportaton of various
natonalites in 1943 and 1944, and the banishing of Tito's Yugoslavia from the Soviet bloc afer the war. Absolving
the party itself of these grave actons, Khrushchev atributed them to the ""cult of personality"" that Stalin
encouraged and his ""violatons of socialist legality"". According to Khrushchev's speech, Stalin was a tyrant, a
murderer and torturer of party members.Khrushchev gave his grim tale of the obscene crimes commited by his
predecessor, Josef Stalin, only three years afer the death of Stalin, who was then celebrated as a great leader and
whose death was mourned by the great majority of Soviet citzens, who saw him as a divine father. It is no wonder
that this lengthy speech from their new leader completely shocked Soviet communists, being told so soon afer his
death that far from far from being divine, their hero Stalin was actually outright satanic. The leaders who inherited
the party from the old dictator had agreed - afer months of furious argument - that Khrushchev should make the
speech, but on the conditon that it should never be published.Khrushchev read from a prepared report and no
stenographic record of the closed session was kept. No questons or debate followed Khrushchev's presentaton, and
it is reported that delegates lef the hall in a state of complete disorientaton. It is even said that several delegates
sufered heart atacks and that some even commited suicide upon listening to the horrifying speech. On the evening
of the congress, delegates of foreign Communist partes were called to the Kremlin and given the opportunity to read
the prepared text of the Khrushchev speech, which was treated as a top secret state document. Reports of the
speech soon reached the West and as early as March the contents were reported in Western media. ""The content of
the speech reached the west through a circuitous route. A few copies of the speech were sent by order of the Soviet
Politburo to leaders of the Eastern Bloc countries. Shortly afer the speech had been disseminated, a Polish journalist,
Viktor Grayevsky, visited his girlfriend, Lucia Baranowski, who worked as a junior secretary in the ofce of the frst
secretary of the Polish Communist Party, Edward Ochab. On her desk was a thick booklet with a red binding, with the
words: ""The 20th Party Congress, the speech of Comrade Khrushchev."" Grayevsky had heard rumors of the speech
and, as a journalist, was interested in reading it. Baranowski allowed him to take the document home to read.As it
happened, Grayevsky, who was Jewish, and had made a recent trip to Israel to visit his sick father, decided to
emigrate there. Afer he read the speech, he decided to take it to the Israeli Embassy and gave it to Yaakov Barmor
who had helped Grayevsky make his trip to visit Grayevsky's sick father. Barmor was a Shin Bet representatve"" he
photographed the document and sent the photographs to Israel. By the afernoon of April 13, 1956, the Shin Bet in
Israel received the photographs. Israeli intelligence and United States intelligence had previously secretly agreed to
cooperate on security maters. James Jesus Angleton was the Central Intelligence Agency's (CIA) head of
counterintelligence and in charge of the clandestne liaison with Israeli intelligence. The photographs were delivered
to him. On April 17, 1956, the photographs reached the CIA chief Allen Dulles, who quickly informed U.S. President
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Afer determining that the speech was authentc, the CIA leaked the speech to The New York
Times in early June.""""In the West, the impact of the speech received a colossal boost from the publicaton of the
full, albeit sanitsed, text in The Observer and the New York Times. This was the frst tme the full text had been
available for public scrutny anywhere in the world. Even local party secretaries who read it to members had to return
their texts within 36 hours. (Those texts were also sanitsed, omitng two incidents in the speech that Orlov related
to me.)According to William Taubman, in his masterly biography of Khrushchev, the full text leaked out through
Poland where, like other central European communist allies, Moscow had sent an edited copy for distributon to the
Polish party."" (John Rete, in The Observer, Sunday 26 February 2006).The speech sent shock waves throughout
the Communist world and caused many Western Communists to abandon the movement. In central Europe, the
impact of the speech was enormous. By autumn Poland was ready to explode and in Hungary an ant-communist
revoluton overthrew the Stalinist party and government, replacing them with the short-lived reformist Imre
Nagy.""Some may doubt that Stalin's Soviet Union could ever have been reformed, but Khrushchev was not among
them - and neither, indeed, was Gorbachev. But afer two decades of decay under Brezhnev, even he could not hold
the country together. It can well be argued that the 'secret speech' was the century's most momentous, plantng the
seed that eventually caused the demise of the USSR."" (John Rete, in The Observer, Sunday 26 February 2006).It
was in the form of the second printng of the speech, with the ""Unpublished Materials"" in their presumably second
printng, that it was leaked behind the Iron Curtain. Allegedly the CIA ofered USD 1.000.000 for a copy, before they
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came into possession of the text through other channels. Khrushchev himself stated: ""It was supposed to have been
secret, but in fact it was far from being secret.. our document fell into the hands of some Polish comrades who were
hostle towards the Soviet Union. They used my speech for their own purposes and made copies of it. I was told that
it was being sold for very litle.""Like the two impressions of the Speech, on with the ""Unpublished Matrials"", almost
all the copies of this extremely scarce publicaton - which were all numbered and strictly registered - were withdrawn
and destroyed afer 11 April 1956. We have been able to locate no copies of either impression outside of Poland and
can fnd no copies registered in OCLC. 
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