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Commentaire : The exceedingly scarce frst Portuguese editon of the most important abridged version of Marx's
Capital ever to have appeared, published ffy-six years before the frst full Portuguese (but published in Brazil)
translaton and whole sixy-two years before the frst full translaton published in Portugal. Curiously, two translatons
of the present work were made 1912 but the present translaton seems to have priority (see Basten, ""Readings and
Translatons of Karl Marx in Portugal""). Afer the 1933 rise of Salazar's dictatorial Estado Novo regime, suppression
of the relatvely newly founded Communist party grew. Members were arrested, tortured, and executed and many
were sent to the Tarrafal concentraton camp in the Cape Verde Islands. Communist literature sufered an equally
repressive fate, hence the rarity of the present work. Marxism and especially Marxist writng caught on comparatvely
late in Portugal: ""As for the Socialist Party - supposed to be the main expression of Marxism -, it revealed itself
unable to stmulate efectve theoretcal and doctrinal eforts. Its existence was an example of ambiguity and
inconsequence. Its politcal programme went on mixing Marxian elements, associatonist traditon and positvist
thinking. Its strategy balanced contnuously between an alliance with republican politcians and the maintenance of
politcal autonomy. Its tatcs balanced between electoral abstencionism and an involvement in electon processes,
that never led it to a relevant positon in parliament. Even its internatonal relatons showed a lastng ambiguity: it had
been created according to the instructons of the Marxist majority at the Hague Congress, when most of its members
tended to support politcal abstencionism. When the formaton of the Second lnternacional was taking place in Paris
in 1889 Portuguese socialists tried to join the Marxist congress, afer being present at the possibilist congress. In
1920 they decided to join the Third lnternacional (what was not accomplished), at the same tme that an internal
reformist turn was taking place."" (Basten, ""Readings and Translatons of Karl Marx in Portugal""). ""The epitome,
here translated, was published in Paris, in 1883, by Gabriel Deville, possibly the most brilliant writer among the
French Marxians. It is the most successful atempt yet made to popularize Marx's scientfc economics. It is by no
means free from difcultes, for the subject is essentally a complex and difcult subject, but there are no difcultes
that reasonable atenton and patence will not enable the average reader to overcome. There is no atempt at
originality. The very words in most cases are Marx's own words, and Capital is followed so closely that the frst
twenty-fve chapters correspond in subject and treatment with the frst twenty-fve chapters of Capital. Chapter
XXVI corresponds in the main with Chapter XXVI of Capital, but also contains portons of chapter XXX. The last three
chapters-XXVII, XXVIII, and XXIX-correspond to the last three chapters-XXXI, XXXII, and XXXIII-of Capital.""
(ROBERT RIVES LA MONTE, Intruductory Note to the 1899 English translaton). Capital de Marx also had a
Portuguese editon at this tme, or beter, two diferent editons, both in 1912, but only in translaton of the survey of
Book I published in France by Gabriel Deville in 1883 (Marx, 1912a and Marx, 1912b). This version omited material
dealt with in at least four chapters of the original text and was not partcularly appreciated by Engels. It was a
simplifed text, aimed at supportng the training of socialist militants and that made it possible for them to have
access, indirect, to the work of Marx. The other summaries and anthologies of Capital, which, with a purpose similar
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to that of Deville, circulated in Europe during this period or ignored in Portugal, as was the case with Carlo Cafero, or
were only occasionally mentoned, as was the case with Paul Lafargue and Karl Kautsky, in its French versions. OCLC
list two copies, both in the US. 
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