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Commentaire : Trust is the basis of all social relatons. A society in which trust is not assured, will not, in the end,
endure. Trust presupposes the concordance of word and deed. Rather than an emoton, trust is an attude based on
experience. It is not created spontaneously, but requires a process of observaton and socializaton. This implies that
the preconditons for trust are culturally determined and subject to change. Trust is expressed through
communicaton. Writng may engender trust, and trust may be placed in writen texts. The contributons to this
volume address the complex relatonships between ?trust? and ?writng? in the Middle Ages. They deal with charters,
historiography, leters, politcal communicaton, and the possibilites of trust in writng. Some of the questons
addressed are: Does writng as a medium engender trust irrespectve of the contents of the writen text? Was trust in
writng dependent on trust in an authority? Are there suggestons that the writen form of the text was meant to
confer trust on its contents? Did rituals take place (before or during the writng of the text, or during its handing over
to the recipient) that were meant to enhance the text?s trustworthiness? Can changes be observed in the strategies
of engendering trust? Was trust considered food for refecton in writen texts? What was considered to consttute a
breach of trust? The volume is dedicated to Michael Clanchy, whose work inspired much of its contents.
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