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Commentaire : Summary  A silver-tongued assassin, a motherly prophetess, a consecrated strongman unable to resist
the charms of foreign women: the Anglo-Norman Bible's Book of Judges features a roll-call of unlikely heroes. At the
book's core is a cycle of saviour stories. Twelve tmes the Israelites embrace foreign gods, succumb to neighbouring
enemies, repent and are delivered by a 'judge'. As Israel itself descends into ever-greater religious, moral and politcal
decay, the narratve patern also unravels. The book ends bleakly, with stories of rape, murder and civil war. The
stage is set for a king.  Gideon?a doubtng Thomas who repeatedly 'tests' God?and Samson?lion-killer and lover of
Delilah?were frm medieval favourites. Their tales and those of other fawed judges inspired heroic deeds on the
batlefeld and provided lessons on how to behave (and indeed how not to behave). With its remarkable heroines,
moreover?from cut-throat Jael, who wields a tent-peg to devastatng efect, to Jephthah's dignifed daughter,
sacrifced because of her father's rash vow?this is a book that prompted much refecton in the Middle Ages on the
place of women in society.  The Anglo-Norman Bible's Book of Judges survives in two fourteenth-century
manuscripts: Britsh Library Royal MS 1 C III (L), noted for its multlingual glosses, and the richly illustrated Paris,
Bibliothèque natonale de France, fonds français 1 (P). The critcal text, based on L, has been prepared by Pits. An
introducton and notes by Grange aim to elucidate and interpret the Anglo-Norman Bible's Book of Judges for the
modern reader.  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Acknowledgements Abbreviatons Introducton The Old Testament book of
Judges Manuscripts of the Anglo-Norman Bible's book of Judges Sources and infuence of the Anglo-Norman Bible's
book of Judges Comparison of manuscripts L and P Language Orthography Nouns, artcles, adjectves and pronouns
Verbs Syntax Lexis The book of Judges in medieval culture Editorial consideratons Bibliography The Anglo-Norman
Bible's book of Judges Text editon Rejected readings Critcal notes Appendices A. Comparison of the Anglo-Norman
Bible to the twelfh-century Anglo-Norman Judges B. Comparison of L and P C. Divergent word-choice in L and P D.
Personal names in the Anglo-Norman Bible's book of Judges E. Geographical names in the Anglo-Norman Bible's
book of Judges Glossary
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