
 
 Charles D Wright, Thomas Hall, Thomas D. Hill 
New Commentary on the Old English 'Prose Solomon and
Saturn' and 'Adrian and Ritheus' Dialogues 
Reference: 65406
 
 
,  Brepols, 2024  Hardback, 435 pages, Size:156 x 234 mm, Illustratons:8 tables b/w., Language: English. ISBN
9782503603278.
  
Comment: Summary  Who was not born, was buried in his mother's womb, and was baptzed afer death? Who frst
spoke with a dog? Why don't stones bear fruit? Who frst said the word 'God'? Why is the sea salty? Who built the
frst monastery? Who was the frst doctor? How many species of fsh are there? What is the heaviest thing to bear on
earth? What creatures are sometmes male and sometmes female? The Old English dialogues The Prose Solomon
and Saturn and Adrian and Ritheus, critcally edited in 1982 by J. E. Cross and Thomas D. Hill, provide the answers to
a trove of curious medieval 'wisdom questons' such as these, drawing on a remarkable range of biblical, apocryphal,
patristc, and encyclopaedic lore.  This volume (which reprints the texts and translatons of the two dialogues from
Cross and Hill's editon) both updates and massively supplements the commentary by Cross and Hill, contributng
extensive new sources and analogues (many from unpublished medieval Latn queston-and-answer texts) and
comprehensively reviews the secondary scholarship on the ancient and medieval texts and traditons that inform
these Old English sapiental dialogues. It also provides an extended survey of the late antque and early medieval
genres of 'curiosity' and 'wisdom' dialogues and forilegia, including their disseminaton and infuence as well as their
social and educatonal functons.  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Introducton      Sourcing Wisdom: Commentary as
Dialogue     Organizing Wisdom: The Compilatory Structure of the Prose Solomon and Saturn (SS) and Adrian and
Ritheus (AR)     Transmitng Wisdom: Encyclopaedic Notes, Dialogues, and Florilegia      Disputng Wisdom: Medieval
Lore Masters and Modern Scholars   List of Texts      I. Latn Curiosity Dialogues       II. Latn Wisdom Dialogues     III.
Latn Commonplace Dialogues ad Florilegia     IV. Latn Hybrid Dialogues and Florilegia     V. Vernacular Dialogues
VI. Greek Dialogues     VII. Slavonic Dialogues     VIII. Encyclopaedic Notes   Commentary      I. The Prose Solomon
and Saturn including Items Shared with Adrian and Ritheus     II. Items Unique to Adrian and Ritheus  Works Cited
Indices      I. Biblical and Apocryphal Citatons     II. Manuscripts     III. Primary Sources     IV. Subjects
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