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1st Italian Editon (2nd overall) of this rare demonology tratse.
 
Later (18/19 .century) later half morocco with gold letered spine and blank pages. Marbled endpapers. Architectural
woodcut border on ttle-page with a small view of Florence and with Medici coat of arms. Woodcut initals, woodcut
vignete on verso of A4. Colophon leaf at end. Very ginuine interior, clean, without marks, annotatons, stamps and ex
libris. No foxing and stains. Complete.
 
First Italian editon and the frst translaton from the 1523 Latn original by Turino Turini, marking the earliest book on
witchcraf printed in the Italian vernacular.
 
While the dialogue format reinforces the grim theological framework of the Malleus Malefcarum and contemporary
inquisitorial manuals regarding sabbaths and demonic pacts, it stands apart for its eruditon. By sophistcatedly
weaving classical and pagan citatons into medieval scholastc precepts, Pico della Mirandola efectvely pioneered
the "humanistc literature of witchcraf," bridging Renaissance intellectualism and counter-reformaton demonology.
 
The work embodies the Renaissance approach to demonology, demonstratng how a humanist could substantate the
reality of witchcraf, transvecton, and the sabbath using classical sources alongside scripture and inquisitorial
manuals. Ultmately, the early modern obsession with demonology is presented not as an irratonal residue of a
ratonal age, but as a foundatonal conceptual nexus essental to understanding sixteenth-century philosophy.
 
Bibliography: Censimento 16 CNCE 34704; Riccardi II, 281; Moreni, Annali della tpografa di Lorenzo Torrentno, s.
394; Sander 5688; Graesse V, 283; USTC No. 848435; Caillet 8654; Encyclopaedia of Witchcraf 2006.
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