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A Londres, Dans le Strand, Chez S.P. Rinistad-Stumear, 1794. (4), 266 pp. 12mo. Modern half calf, gilt letering to
spine, marbled boards, top edge gilt, uncut. Martn & Walter 23884; Tourneux, iv, 21736. First editon, very rare.
Jean-Sylvain Bailly, scientst and politcian (1736-1793). He was president of the Natonal Assembly and mayor of
Paris. Bailly set up an observatory in the upper story of the Louvre's south gallery and began to make observatons of
the comets and the planets Mars and Venus. His successes brought him admission to the prestgious Académie des
Sciences in 1763. In 1771 Bailly published a masterful  dissertaton in which he explored a new theory on the
satellites of Jupiter. Bailly surfaced as the spokesman for the Third Estate and when the Third Estate retred to the
tennis court Bailly led the assembly in taking the famous oath that created the Natonal Assembly. Bailly remained
frm in his belief that the "naton when assembled cannot be given orders". He was later found guilty as responsible
for the Champ de Mars massacre and executed. - Ex libris Bibliothèque Paul Lacombe on front paste-down, printed in
25 copies only, and printed on "papier vélin." 
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